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occasion. Who wouldn’t rather be in charge? 
But he understood the important role he could 
play by using his knowledge as a resource for 
the whole Congress—both Democrats and Re-
publicans. I came to understand that if George 
Brown gave advice on Science Policy it was a 
good bet that it was exactly what our country 
should do. And while the 104th Congress defi-
nitely had its rocky moments, as the months 
wore on it became clear that George Brown 
was commanding respect on both sides of the 
aisle. 

I doubt that all of the scientists in America 
understand how much is owed to George for 
his vision and understanding about science. 
Can all the American citizens fully appreciate 
how much poorer would be our economy and 
our quality of life—how much more limited our 
future—without the years of advocacy for 
sound science policies that George led? But 
George did his work not for the glory, but for 
the satisfaction that he was making a dif-
ference. He was never afraid to do what was 
right and he was smart enough to figure out, 
in the complex field of science, what was the 
correct course. 

George was widely rumored over the years 
to be contemplating retirement. When I first 
heard that rumor, I wrote him an impassioned 
multi-page letter asking him to stay and letting 
him know how much his leadership on science 
would not only be missed in this House, but in 
the world. He listened to those of us who 
begged him to stay and we were grateful. 

Shortly before George left us, he told the 
Democratic Members of the California Delega-
tion that we could count on him: He would run 
for reelection and would do his best to win. 
While he didn’t get that chance, I will always 
remember that he was willing to go full meas-
ure for America. Whether as a soldier in World 
War II or a soldier in the effort to support 
science, he served his country with valor, with 
intelligence and with distinction. I am grateful 
to him for his many kindnesses to me, his wit 
and his wisdom, for the example he made for 
younger Members of his House about integrity 
and commitment as well as for his love and 
dedication to his family. 

I miss George a great deal. Despite all of 
the talented people working on Science Issues 
in this House, none of us can claim the experi-
ence, expertise and wise leadership that 
George gave the country in this arena. We will 
try to fill in the gaps his parting left. I, for one, 
feel grateful to have known him to have 
served with him. I feel lucky that I had the 
change to tell him how much I admired him 
while he was still living. I miss him and join 
with my colleague tonight in honoring his life 
and his contributions.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, 
America lost its foremost science advocate, a 
statesman, and a tremendous human being 
when my colleague and friend, George Brown, 
passed away. As a Member and later Chair-
man and Ranking Member of the Science 
Committee, George was a forceful and tireless 
advocate for science. Whether it was pro-
tecting a science account from attack or push-
ing the newest area of research, George was 
a true friend to the science community. I feel 
both sadness and inspiration when I look up to 
see George’s likeness watching over the pro-
ceedings in the Science Committee’s hearing 

room. Sadness at our loss but inspired to con-
tinue building upon the successes George 
made possible. I am hopeful that his portrait 
will serve as a constant reminder of George’s 
commitment to our nation’s science programs, 
his leadership, his friendship, his humor, and 
his compassion throughout his many years of 
service. 

George’s integrity and the strength of his 
word were never in doubt. He could be a 
forceful advocate when needed and a bipar-
tisan friend when deserved. Perhaps what was 
most remarkable about George was that even 
after sitting through hundreds and hundreds of 
presentations by researchers around the na-
tion, George never lost a genuine delight in 
hearing of new science breakthroughs that 
would revolutionize tomorrow’s world. When 
tomorrow’s scientists find their next break-
through discovery, I know in my heart that 
George will delight in their achievement. 

Although George served for eighteen terms 
in the House, a remarkable achievement in 
itself, I don’t think he ever enjoyed looking 
back as much as he cherished looking ahead. 
Earlier this year, George remarked, ‘‘I’ve 
thought that science could be the basis for a 
better world, and that’s what I’ve been trying 
to do all these years.’’ Certainly George made 
his own strong contribution to making this a 
better world. 

I ask all Members, to keep George’s spirit 
alive as we proceed with our responsibilities 
during this Congress—with his respect for this 
institution foremost in our minds and his joy of 
public service and his friendship in our hearts. 
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IN HONOR OF THE LATE GEORGE 
BROWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALDEN of Oregon). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DREIER) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to join with my colleagues in ex-
tending this time of special orders in 
honor of our great friend, George 
Brown. I have not had the opportunity 
to hear any of the statements other 
than the very eloquent one by the gen-
tleman from Long Beach, California 
(Mr. HORN).

I will say scholarship and decency, 
which is what the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HORN) just raised, obviously 
are two words that come to mind. 
George Brown was also one of the 
kindest and warmest human beings I 
have ever known. 

He regularly was on this side and 
stood there and would make inter-
esting observations about the institu-
tion because, as we all know, he served 
longer than any other Californian here 
in the Congress. We were very pleased 
that he set that record, even though 
many of us, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LEWIS) and I for a decade 
and a half tried to cut that short. In 
many ways, I am glad that we were not 
able to cut that short because he did so 
much for our State and the country.

I suspect that, during the hour, peo-
ple talked about his involvement in the 

space program. I will tell my col-
leagues that, representing Pasadena, 
California, the home of the jet propul-
sion laboratory, along with the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROGAN) is 
a very important thing. George Brown 
regularly provided the kind of inspira-
tion that was needed by our constitu-
ents at the jet propulsion lab. 

He often was the beneficiary, and I 
know that his widow Marta is fol-
lowing this so I should not raise it, but 
she may not have known he occasion-
ally smoked a cigar. He would often 
take cigars from all of us here. I was 
pleased whenever I could to pass one to 
him, even though I know Marta was 
never pleased with the fact that we did 
pass our cigars to George. I know it did 
provide him with a great deal of pleas-
ure.

I also want to say, as the gentleman 
from California (Mr. HORN) did, that, in 
the California delegation, he spent a 
great deal of time working to bring our 
delegation together. He had a very 
healthy view of his role in public serv-
ice. I know there are many people who 
were always wringing their hands 
about this place at the prospect of 
maybe losing the next election. 

One time Karen Tumulty, who is now 
a very prominent reporter with Time 
Magazine, in her early days with the 
Los Angeles Times in the 1980’s, I re-
member her telling me she had gone up 
to Mr. Brown and talked about the fact 
that the Republicans were putting to-
gether this huge campaign against 
him. He was sitting behind us in the 
Speaker’s Lobby, and she posed the 
question to him, why it was that he 
was not that concerned. He looked up 
and said, ‘‘Gosh, the absolute worst 
thing that could happen is I could lose 
the election.’’ Meaning that he had a 
very healthy perspective on this place, 
what representative government was 
all about, and what public service was 
about.
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I will tell my colleagues that it is 

still, to this day, with a great deal of 
sadness that I think about the fact 
that we are no longer going to be see-
ing him in this chamber. 

So I would like to say that I will 
miss him greatly, and my condolences 
go, as I know my colleagues have ex-
tended them, to his tremendously huge 
and wonderful family, the members we 
got to meet when we went to the serv-
ice for George out in California and 
saw a number of them back here. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE GEORGE E. 
BROWN, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALDEN of Oregon). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, what a wise 
man, what a good man George Brown 
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